COMMENTS ON MYRNA LAKE’S SPIRIT and MUSICIANSHIP

Myrna Lake on the songs she composed: “I sang as a small child, in harmony with my sister Roberta. I was a late starter with composing. Wrote my first song when I was at York College; never wrote it down. It was a blues, about hating having to eat hotdogs and chicken all the time! I’m tired of hotdogs and chicken, I want some meat inside my bread! Then I wrote a blues about being a full-figured woman. I tap danced in the same concert where I performed it. I wrote G’mornin’ Love because as a nurse working in the coronary unit, something happened that sent my blood pressure up to stroke area. I went home after the shift; went to the doc next day and pressure was still in the stroke area. I NEVER returned to nursing! So there I was with Stan Hope (my gracious partner) and he would pray with me every night and as I started feeling better and better I was just glad to be alive. So that’s when I wrote the song G’mornin’ Love! “

Myrna on her performance history in the borough of Queens: “We bought a house in Queens in 1955, after leaving St. Paul. In Queens I did lots of performing, working and sitting in, in what was always a very active jazz environment. I remember being at Jimmy Nottingham’s Club with a trio. Worked at Jamaica Arts Center; and have been in and out of Carmichael’s for the last 20 years. Played many of Queens’ parks with Astoria Big Band. Elizabeth McQueen, who has done a lot for her home park of Queensbridge, has called me in to do poetry and stories for children. “

Antoinette Montague, vocalist: Myrna Lives! The Myrna Lake Award should be established to remind us to have the generosity of spirit that Myrna exhibited to countless singers and musicians she came across.Myrna Lake deserves to be remembered for the fun, warmth, and open heartedness she displayed.

Ayana Lowe, vocalist:  I remember Myrna Lake encouraging me. She told me to try out for the 1st Jazzmobile vocal competition. At the Cajun, Myrna always would ask me to sing. Myrna's warmth sweetened every one of her notes. To me, Myrna was one of our last musical lions. She embodied the real meaning of jazz - "the true welcoming"

Elzy Kolb, journalist: I didn't know her at all well, but I respected her work. We can all learn from her, to follow our passion even if it takes time. She released her first recording later in life, a great example to all of us to to keep trying, keep exploring, and never let ourselves be discouraged by arbitrary age milestones.

Joe Vincent Tranchina, pianist:  Myrna was a lovely and talented person, a complete musician whose instrument was voice. It was always a joy to work with her.

John Philpott, saxophonist: At the Cajun, Myrna told me that she believed in reincarnation, but she was disconcerted by the idea of coming back as a different person. She really wanted to comeback as herself once again.

Julie Mandel, composer: From the very first time I heard Myrna sing at a Carol Sudhalter concert in Jamaica, Queens, I thought WOW! I was “hooked”-  As a composer I wanted very much to hear what she would do to one of my songs, and as an audience I couldn’t wait to hear her sing again and again.  That feeling of great pleasure happened each time I heard her sing afterwards.  I loved the quality of her voice and the way she communicated the lyrics.  But that wasn’t all.  I think Myrna loved to sing, and her 

joy in doing that communicated itself to us.  I feel very sad knowing I will not be able to experience that particular joy again.  

Keisha A. Lightbourne, vocalist and photographer: I was one of her JazzMobile students and she had a profound effect on my life.  She will be missed.

Larry Newcomb, guitarist: With Myrna it was all about Love & Realness! She wasn't afraid to be real. As talented as she was, the music was always about welcoming & connecting & sharing... Not competition... and who's 'better'!

Linda Presgrave, pianist: I will never forget Myrna's performance with Carol Sudhalter's Astoria Big Band at the Mary Lou Williams Festival at the Kennedy Center in D.C. Myrna came close to missing the van that was driving the band van to D.C.  I kept thinking to myself that Myrna just had to make the trip!  Thankfully, we waited for her. That night at the concert,when she started to sing, the crowd just went wild and the more they cheered - the deeper she went into her soul and gave it everything she had.  

After the performance she shared with me how shocked she was by the response and I shared with her how I had tears of joy in my eyes for her the whole time she sang! To say that her voice is missed is an understatement! 

Mona Russo, fan: Myrna Lake was a lovely woman. She loved what she was doing and did it extremely well. Myrna was a good friend of Carol Sudhalter as well as one of her musical colleagues. I was extremely fortunate to have her and Carol help me celebrate a major birthday at the Cajun Restaurant. May Myrna sing heavenly songs. 

Norman Pors, jazz pianist and instructor: Brooklyn Queens Conservatory 1999-2008: Myrna Lake and I taught the Jazz Vocal Workshop, for both the professional and community divisions, at the Brooklyn Queens Conservatory from 2005 to 2008. She was a shining star in my book and her great performance skills were an inspiration to all the students. What I admired most was that combination of her charisma, talent and positive energy. Myrna was a good friend, a pleasure to work with and accompany. She will be sorely missed by all.

Rick Stone, guitarist: Myrna sang a beautiful version of "Almost Like Being In Love" on Carol's CD "It's Time" which was recorded here at my home studio. I can still hear her voice singing that tune resonating in my head like an echo. She'll always be with us in that way. December 5, 2010

Yvonne Curry, dancer with Emme Kemp: Ms. M. Lake, the Lady with that beautiful voice that I always enjoyed hearing whenever we all performed together with the Ladies from Queens. I will miss you in the lineup.

